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Ayaş Local Act�on Group (Ankara)
�mplemented the paragl�d�ng take-off
runway project under the theme of
"Develop�ng rural tour�sm products".

Ankara's Ayaş d�str�ct �s a reg�on that has
sh�ned out pr�mar�ly w�th spa tour�sm so far.
The d�str�ct, wh�ch �s one hour away from the
cap�tal, now a�ms to add value to �ts other
tour�sm products �n order to benef�t more
from th�s potent�al. One of them �s the
paragl�d�ng area located �n Kumludoluk near
the d�str�ct.
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Kumludoluk H�ll �s one of the popular places
for profess�onal and amateur paragl�ders
throughout Turkey. Kumludoluk locat�on,
wh�ch �s the runway w�th the most departures
accord�ng to off�c�al records, carr�es the t�tle
of the runway where Turkey's d�stance
records are broken for men and women.
A�m�ng to d�vers�fy rural tour�sm products �n
Ayaş reg�on, Ayaş Local Act�on Group a�med
to make the runway an attract�ve center for
athletes by el�m�nat�ng the def�c�enc�es
w�th�n the scope of �ts local development
strategy.

Sett�ng out to work �n th�s d�rect�on, Ayaş LAG
came together w�th stakeholders, pr�mar�ly
athletes, and made a feas�b�l�ty study. As a
result of the d�scuss�ons, �t was concluded
that the most �mportant problem of the
runway was �ts uneven structure. Thereupon,
�t was dec�ded to bu�ld a rubber runway �n the
take-off area. In th�s process, a d�v�s�on of
labor was made among the relevant
stakeholders and the sleeves were rolled up
for the project.

F�rst of all, Ayaş Mun�c�pal�ty undertook the necessary
concrete and �ron works for the �mplementat�on of
rubber t�les to the floor. Later, paragl�d�ng sports clubs
supported the project by carry�ng out earthmov�ng
works. Ayaş LAG, on the other hand, completed the
project by cover�ng the take-off runway w�th 2,5 cm
th�ck and 375 m2 rubber t�le w�th the support of the
LEADER budget. Thus, w�th the cooperat�on of local
stakeholders, Turkey's largest take-off runway was
brought to the reg�on.T h e  r u n w a y  w h e r e  T u r k e y  r e c o r d s  w e r e
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After the complet�on of the runway, there was a
s�gn�f�cant �ncrease �n the number of paragl�ders
com�ng to the reg�on. Ayaş LAG representat�ves state
that th�s has led to a not�ceable �ncrease �n the
econom�c l�fe of the d�str�ct. At the forefront of these
are the art�sans deal�ng w�th the sale of local products
�n the d�str�ct. Cont�nu�ng �ts projects to d�vers�fy rural
tour�sm products, Ayaş LAG's next goal �s to create
venues that w�ll br�ng v�s�tors together w�th local
producers and tradesmen.
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